East Parish United Methodist Church

Established 1834
East Parish is a Church open to all, which nurtures and enables people to
experience God's transforming love and serve others in Jesus'name.
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Trinity Sunday
May 30, 2021

The Book of Remembrance is opened to the Glory of
God, in loving memory of Miss Hilma Mooney.



PRELUDE “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”

WELCOME and ANNOUN CEMENTS
If you wish to become a member of our church family, or to be baptized, contact
Pastor Wichmann at nan_wich@bellsouth.net

*OPENING HYMN “Maker, in Whom We Live” #88 (insert)

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from the Athanasian Creed)

L: O Lord, our Sovereign God, You are neither made nor fashioned by
anyone.

P: Wonderful beyond measure, You are faithful F ather,
servant Son, and enlivening Spirit.

L: Holy Lord, beautiful and dynamic, Intimately united as a society of
love,

P: You are our Creator and cause, You are our perfect Savior,
You are our Intercessor and giver of spiritual gifts.

L: The Lord of all has called us forth; Our Triune God has made us good.

P: Hallelujah, bless the Lord. Hallelujah, praise God’s holy
name!

OPENING PRAYER (Unison, UMH 76)

Holy God, you have given us grace, by the confession of faith of
your holy church, to acknowledge the mystery of the eternal
Trinity and, in the power of your divine majesty, to worship the
Unity. Keep us steadfast in the faith and worship and bring us at
last to see your eternal glory, One God, now and forever. Amen.

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
SERMON Trinity — A Perplexing Topic Pastor Nancy Wichmann
*HYMN “A Charge to Keep I Have” #413 (insert)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

You are invited to share your prayers of thanksgiving or petition. You may also send
them to Pastor Wichmann at nan_wich@bellsouth.net; indicate whether or not they
should be shared.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)

We are so like N icodemus, O Christ. We come to you, hiding in the
shadows of our own fears and terrors. We want you to give us peace and
hope in our hearts. We want to know that everything will be all right; that
the world will cease to be a place of terror and war. We want to be born
again in a spirit of hope. But when we come it is for our own sake, and not
to learn what you would have us be and do in this world. Forgive our
selfishness, Jesus. Calm our fears and heal our spirits. Let us truly listen to
you so that we may be witnesses to your peace and justice, which you seek
for the world. Saturate us with your light and wisdom. Empower us to be
those who bring peace, which is not only an absence of war, but peace,
which promotes an attitude of love. Clear away the clutter in our lives and
place us on paths of service to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN,



WORDS OF ASSURANCE

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

L. Please greet your neighbors with the blessing: “The peace of Christ be with you.”
P. And also with you.

GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

DOXOLOGY No. 94
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here
below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise

Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING
HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #384 (insert)
BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE  “This is the Feast of Victory” #638 (insert)
vs. 3 — Antiphon

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. This is

the feast of victory Jor our God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

*Indicates that we rise in body or in spirit.
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Romans 8:12-17

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh— 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. 5 For you did not receive a spirit of
service to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, “Abba! God!” 6 it is that very Spirit demonstrating to our spirit that we are
children of God, 7 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also share in glory with him.

(New Revised Standard Version, adapted)

John 3:1-17

 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews, 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see
the kin-dom of God without being born from above.”
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kin-dom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”
°Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If T have
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if T tel]
you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven, the Son of the Man. 4 And just as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of the Man be lifted up, 5 that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
6 “For God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
7 “Indeed, God did not send the Only Begotten into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

(New Revised Standard Version, adapted)



Maker, in Whom We Live
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A Charge to Keep I Have 413
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384 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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