East Parish United Methodist Church
Established 1834

East Parish is a Church open to all, which nurtures and enables people to
experience God's transforming love and serve others in Jesus' name.

Palm Sunday
March 28, 2021

The Book of Remembrance is opened to the Glory of
God, in loving memory of
Everett and Dorothy Muise.

PRELUDE

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 121)
L: Humble and riding on a donkey,
P: we greet you;
L: Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children,
P: we cheer you;
L: moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of power,
P: We salute you: Christ our Lord.
L: You are giving the beast of burden
P: a new dignity;
L: you are giving majesty
P: a new face;
L: you are giving those who long for redemption
P: A new song to sing.
L: With them, with heart and voice, we shout:
P: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
OPENING HYMN

"Hosana, Loud Hosana"

#278 (insert)

OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Merciful God, as we enter Holy week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, and to the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stir up within us the gift of faith that we may not
only praise him with our lips but may follow him in the way of the cross.
READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

Mark 11:1-11
L: The word of God for the people of God.
P: Thanks be to God.
Mark 15:16-24
L: The gospel of our Savior.
P: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN

Pastor Nancy Wichmann
"Jesu, Jesu”

#342

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
You are invited to share your prayers of thanksgiving or concern.
PRAYER THAT JESUS TAUGHT
Our creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kin-dom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the power and
the glory now and forever. amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected you: we confess that our wills
are as rebellious as Jerusalem’s, that our faith is often more show than substance, that our hearts are
in need of cleansing. Have mercy on us, son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay at your feet
all that we have and all that we are, trusting you to forgive what is sinful, to heal what is broken, to
welcome our praises, and to receive us as your own.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
L. Please greet your neighbors with the blessing: “The peace of Christ be with you.”
P. And also with you.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY
*

DOXOLOGY
No. 95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise him,
above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SENDING

*

HYMN

“All Glory, Laud and Honor”

*

BENEDICTION

*

BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Here I am Lord” (Refrain)

#280 (insert)

POSTLUDE
*Indicates that we rise in body or in spirit.
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#593

Mark 15:16-24 – Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
11 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back
here immediately.’” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them,
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road,
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who
went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11 Then

he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
Mark 15:16-24 – The Soldiers Mock Jesus
16 Then

the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters[a]); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on him. 18 And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
The Crucifixion of Jesus
21 They

compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they
brought Jesus[b] to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a
skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take
it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to
decide what each should take.

